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Field Notes from John DeWald, Serosun Farms

Spring has come early to Serosun Farms this year.  The lilacs are already blooming (about 5 
weeks early so they’ll miss our lilac festival) the woods are starting to come alive with the haw-
thorns and wild plumbs flowering and the birds are back and chattering endlessly.  We have 
had to scramble getting things going on the farm and we barely got our first controlled burns 
before it was too late. And the hay is getting long already.  Let’s just hope we don’t get any late 
freezes. 

One of the things that we are doing at Serosun is trying to reintroduce some of the land-
scapes of the past - both the prairie plants of pre-settlement days and the  traditional landscape 
plants that you would see on a farm at the turn of the century.  We have sometimes lost touch 
with the classic flowers that were in our grandmother’s garden just as we have with the fruits 
and vegetables of that time and we want to bring them back as an element of Serosun celebrat-
ing our past.  

We planted our lilac hedge at the equestrian center a few years ago and it’s now doing great 
with the purples, blues, pinks and white spikes waving in the breeze with that wonderful smell.  
And just this last fall we planted our first peony hedge along the test gardens by Allen Pond.  On 
a cold and windy day we planted over 30 varieties and 300 roots that are now coming up great 
in this early spring weather.  It looks like we’ll get some blooms this year and we expect them 
to be full size in two to three years.  This makes a great start to our plans for celebrating the old 
time gardens and we thank Klem’s nursery for keeping many of these varieties around.  

Hope you can come out and enjoy them and don’t forget our Spring Lilac Festival Saturday 
May 19 from 12-4.

Why Build A Custom Home?
Building a custom home can bring rewards but it can also be a challenge if you don’t come 

into it with open eyes.  A custom home is designed and built from a blank piece of paper.  It 
is designed to meet a specific homeowner’s needs and wants, and to fit the lot and location 
on which it will be built.  It allows a homeowner to build just the right amount of house with 
the features that fit just right for them and their lifestyle. It is designed and built to fit on the 
lot they have chosen and to create a look that is unique and expresses their tastes.  It gives a        
homeowner the opportunity to really understand what they want and need in a home, and 
then create something that really fits their dream, as opposed to adapting to somebody else’s.  
In the end, each custom home has a unique personality, a rich flavor and ambiance that makes 
a statement.  You can definitely see and feel the difference in a home that was designed by an 
experienced architect or designer with a homeowner in mind.  
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The Wood Ducks 
Have Arrived!

The wood ducks 
are an early sign of 
Spring at Serosun 
Farms.  They arrive 
early and you can 
see them on Allen’s 
pond or in the trees 
near our Dad’s house.  
They are very color-
ful, small ducks that 
are usually found 
around ponds and 
swamps in or near 
woodlands.  They 
are unusual in that 
they often perch in 
trees and are one of 
a few ducks that nest 
in cavities or nest 
boxes.  Our ducks 
nest in an oak tree 
near dad’s house.  
They are beautiful 
to watch, and a wel-
come sign of spring.  
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Equestrian Update by Jane Stickland

  Serosun Farms Goes Horse Shopping in Europe!
Serosun Farms Equine participated in a trip over-

seas organized by Mariano Bedoya to search for 
new jumper prospects.  Mariano and his wife Luci-
ana took a group of clients including Jane Stickland 
of Serosun, Liz Atkins of Benchmark Stables (our 
neighbor whose farm is across the field from us), 
and other friends from Contento Farms.

We traveled through Germany, the Netherlands, 
and Belgium looking at many beautiful and talented 
horses at various International stables.  The trip was 
a big success as we ended up purchasing four in-
credible prospects.  We are in the process of getting 

all of the horses shipped to the United States at this time and can’t wait to get them home!

Jane purchased a young grey Holsteiner mare named Valeria Z, Liz is importing two new 
horses, a beautiful dark bay gelding named Samson, and another outstanding jumper mare, 
named Waiminny, and Anne Anastasio, a client at Serosun Farms is importing a gelding named 
Quite Ruffy who will be ridden and trained by Mariano to compete in the Grand Prix.

All of the horses have some of the top jumper bloodlines in the world—they will be here 
within the next month and will start their training programs to get them ready for the upcom-
ing show season.  Come out to the farm to meet these beautiful horses!   

Farm & Garden
  Spring is the time for greens!

They are quick to grow, and many like the cooler weather this time of year.  We are getting 
our gardens going with a number of greens this year.  There are so many to try out that it will 
take us a few years to test them all.

Lettuce is a great staple for salads, and we are looking at a whole range of types and variet-
ies to experiment with.  You would be amazed at what is available out there, from iceberg and 
romaine to bib and butter head, and leaf varieties with all kinds of flavors and colors to create 
a great mix in your salads.  These are often the basic elements of a good salad.

The Italians frequently use greens such as radicchios, chicory, endive, and escarole as a salad 
or to compliment it.  These are great spring- and even better, fall- greens to add variety and 
spice to your salads, not to mention color, as these are some of the most beautiful, leafy greens 
around.

Asian greens offer a large diversity of greens that can make for interesting salads as well as 
cooked greens.  They have unusual names, including mizunas, tsa tsai, pak choi, choy sum, 
and many more.  We have found over 80 types and varieties with a wide range of flavors and 
looks.

There are other greens that make both good salads and cooked greens, including spinaches, 
chards and kales.  They are great on plates, for those of you who enjoy presentation.  Then 
there is a whole host of greens that come from all over, that often in the past, were the greens 
growing in the fields nearby.  Many are known to some as weeds, such as dandelion and lambs 
quarters.  These add color, flavor and nutrients to your salads and dishes.  A sampling includes 
arugula, purslane, cress, sorrel, mache, amaranth and mustard greens.

You can also create a variety in flavors by using different ages of lettuces and other greens, 
such as  baby versus teenage versus mature.  Also, many greens taste differently depending on 
the season they are grown in.  So spring salads can taste and look much different than a fall or 
a summer salad.  Our chefs are constantly trying new varieties and mixes to create great salads 
and cooked greens dishes.  We’ll let you know what we find out...



Habitat & Wildlife
  Frogs &Toads Announcing Spring

In the last few years we have noticed a significant increase in the amphibian popula-
tion around the farm.  This last year we saw small herds of yearling toads in the test 
gardens, and Jane has found a significant increase of tree frogs in her pool.  While not 
very scientific, these measures do indicate that things seem to be getting better for frogs 
and toads, and hopefully salamanders on the farm.  This is good for a number of reasons.  
Amphibians are very sensitive to environmental changes, and their increase may be a 
good sign that things are improving here.

What may be the cause of this?  While we don’t know for sure, there are several things 
that have changed that may be helping them along.  The first is that as we have convert-
ed the farmland to hay, we have stopped spraying pesticides and herbicides as well as 
stopped using petroleum-based fertilizers on the ag land as well as on the homesteads.  
The area has been pesticide and herbicide free for over 7 years.  Amphibians are very 
sensitive to these chemicals, and the reduction of these toxins in their environment may 
be helping them.

We have also seen the formation of a number of vernal ponds in recent years.  Vernal 
ponds are ephemeral, or temporary ponds, and wetlands that form in the late Winter 
and spring and are usually dry by late Summer or Fall.  They can be important breeding 
grounds for frogs, toads and salamanders, because they provide the right environment 
of warm water, food, cover, and lack of fish (a key predator of tadpoles).  Because they are 
ephemeral, fish cannot become established in vernal ponds, and thus predation of the 
tadpoles is significantly reduced allowing a larger number to reach maturity.  

A third reason may be the several, very wet years we have had.  This probably has con-
tributed some to the extent and quality of the vernal ponds too. Whatever the reason we 
are glad to see them doing well.  They are an important link in many food chains and it is 
always a welcome sound to hear the loud chorus of tree frogs in the early Spring, bring-
ing hope that Winter is truly over.  

  Natural Mosquito Control
It’s getting warmer, and we can expect the insect populations to increase as we ap-

proach Summer.  One of the pests of Summer in the Midwest is the mosquito.  Time for a 
little Deep Woods Off…  But with all of our natural areas and wetlands, how can we look 
to reduce or control populations in a more sustainable way?  One of the answers is to try 
and use nature to our advantage.  In the mosquito’s complicated life cycle there are two 
stages they exist in where we can use our natural systems to our advantage.  

As mosquito larvae (or wrigglers) they live in fresh water bodies, and we have a number 
of allies to help us significantly reducing the population.  By encouraging their predators 
we can take a big toll on the larval population.  These predators include fish, salaman-
der nymphs, dragon fly larva, damsel fly larva, water striders, diving beetles, and others 
that live in ponds or vernal pools.  By ensuring that vernal pools and ponds are healthy 
and have the right elements to encourage and increase the populations of these ben-
eficial predators, we can significantly increase the pressure on the wrigglers.   Ensuring 
that pesticides and herbicides do not enter these bodies can help keep populations of 
beneficials safe.  Ensuring that the right kinds of plants and edge conditions exist in and 
around a pool can encourage dragon flies and others to frequent the pool.   

Once wrigglers become flying adult mosquitoes, we have a whole new set of predators 
in the fight to keep their populations lower.  These include adult dragonflies and dam-
selflies, frogs and toads, birds (especially purple martins, barn swallows, tree swallows 
and related species), and bats.  Actions that encourage these populations include adding 
martin houses and bat shelters..  It has been shown that mosquitoes can be a significant 
part of their diets, and that each of these predators can consume a large number in a 
short time.  It’s less clear how much they can affect overall mosquito populations, but 
there are many anecdotal instances where it appears to have helped significantly.  
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Above
Frog, toads and salamanders are an impor-
tant part of Serosun Farms’ eosystem. 

Below
A vernal pond on the farm.



Sustainability
Home Automation

Home Automation is advancing at breakneck speed and 
is changing the way we look at how homes are managed, 
how we put them together, and how we interface with them   
Modern home automation systems can integrate most sys-
tems in the home to monitor and in many cases, control 
them in an integrated way.  The elements that can be inte-
grated in to a system include:

•	 Lighting	Systems	and	Control

•	 Comfort	Control	–	HVAC	and	Ventilation	Systems

•	 Distributed	Audio	and	Video	Systems

•	 Entertainment	Systems	and	Game	Systems

•	 Data	and	Phone	systems

•	 Security	Systems	including	sensors,	cameras,	and	locks

•	 UPS	and	Backup	Generators

•	 Intercoms

•	 Smart	Appliances

•	 Fire	Places,	Automated	Blinds	&	other	household	systems

•	 Solar	Systems	and	Wind	Systems

•	 Energy	Management	Systems

Here are a few examples of how these systems can work 
for you.  1) You are in your office in downtown Chicago and 
need to let the plumber in to do some repairs in your home 
at Serosun.  When the plumber calls to tell you he’s there, 
you can check the closed circuit TV to see he’s at the door, 
unlock the deadbolt to let him in and then lock up when he’s 
done all from your office in Chicago.  2) It’s time for bed, and 
with one push of a button you tell the house to go to sleep 
shutting off all of the lights, shutting down the entertain-
ment systems, and turning down the thermostat and turn-
ing on the night-lights that you have preprogrammed in.  

With these systems, management and control can be done 
from more advanced interfaces that can take many forms 
from wall mounted panels to computers, to smart phones 

and tablets.  These interfaces allow you to communicate, moni-
tor, and control most of the systems in your home from any-
where.  With these new systems we need to change the way 
we design and implement many elements of the home.  We are 
finding new ways to implement lighting design and radically 
different wiring approaches for both electrical wiring and low 
voltage wiring.  

While these new systems may be exciting toys for the gad-
get-minded, they are also putting some significant tools into 
our hands for energy conservation and management.  These 
systems put a lot of control into our hands to operate our home 
systems in an efficient manner.  And with all of these systems 
connected to and monitored by a centralized system we now 
have data to show, analyze and manage energy usage.  With 
smart applications and interfaces, you can manage your energy 
bill and usage and even ask the system to manage your ener-
gy usage to meet specific usage goals.  For more information, 
check out M&R Digital Innovations, technology2lifestyle.com.

Partner’s Corner
Kettlekamp & Kettlekamp

Kettelkamp and Kettelkamp Landscape Architecture is a full-
service landscape architecture firm that does both commercial 
and residential landscape architecture from conceptual design 
to construction management.  They have done projects rang-
ing from the University of Illinois Arboretum Heritage Garden 
to homes and estates throughout the broader Chicago region.  
Ryan Kettelkamp and his wife Claire have also been involved 
with farms, and understand the rural flavor that we seek here 
at Serosun.  They have designed projects in both urban and ru-
ral settings, always incorporating a sense of respect for place 
into these varied projects.  At the same time, they always seek 
to infuse a sense of fun into each of their designs.  Ryan has 
helped us develop our overall landscape strategies for Serosun 
incorporating both natural landscaping, as well as traditional 
elements of farmhouse landscapes, incorporating such classics 
as peonies and lilacs along with prairie natives into our land-
scape palette.  They are also the designers for our model home, 
and you can see their elegant mix of informal prairie areas with 
more formal natives and traditional landscape plantings.  We 
are excited to have them as part of our team, and hope you get 
to meet them when you are out to the farm. 
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What Defines a Quality House?
As we try to refine our design process and builder program, and build out our model at Serosun, the question of what defines 

a quality home comes up.  It’s an important question to understand as it impacts how we design and build a home, and who we 
have to help us.  It’s also not an easy one to answer..  A quality home includes several factors: it looks great, feels good, lives well, 
and performs effectively at an economic price.  The second critical question might be, what are the factors that contribute to suc-
cessfully building a quality home?  Four key factors affect quality in a home: design, construction, materials, and craftsmanship of 
finish.  One thing that gets confused with quality is amenities.  The amenities a home has does not really indicate the quality of a 
home.  Certain amenities might be expected in a type of home, but they don’t necessarily provide an indication of the quality.  For 
instance,  crown molding is not an indicator of quality.  It’s just an amenity that might be expected in an estate home, but not in a 
cottage.  However, how it was installed, or if it is appropriate for the room does impact quality.  Let’s look at the four key factors a 
little more closely.

Design	–	Design	 is	probably	one	of	 the	most	 important	 factors	that	can	affect	all	elements	of	quality.	 	Good	design	creates	a	
home that looks great.  The finishes, the colors, the proportions, the styling, the details all combine to make a home look great.  
Good design creates a home that feels good to the people in it.  It creates that ‘Fung shui’ that some talk about.  While it is some-
times hard to point out just what it is exactly, good design creates a home that just feels good.  Good design helps a home live well.  
Things are located where they make sense, such as light switches and doors, the layout of the kitchen, and so on.  Living areas are 
the right size and in the right place.  A good designer selects materials, systems and products that perform well in terms of opera-
tion, maintenance, and durability ,and pays attention to the economics of construction and operation.  A good design takes into 
consideration the orientation and placement of the home on the lot.  A well-designed home has  the quality, performance and 
amenities that fit the needs and budget of the home owner. The architect/designer and the owner have the most control here.  

Construction - How a home is constructed (or assembled) can impact quality in a number of ways.  Assembly can affect how a 
home looks.  If there are crooked walls and unlevel floors, they will affect the look of the home.  If the home wasn’t assembled care-
fully there can be leaks, poor thermal protection, structural problems, moisture issues and other issues that affect its performance 
and cost to maintain.  A good builder can assemble a home efficiently with less waste, making it more cost-effective.  Much of 
construction quality is hard to see, as many key elements are covered by the finish.  If a builder and his contractors don’t effectively 
communicate and coordinate, or if they don’t understand the details behind the building science being used, you will likely have 
quality problems.  The builder has the principal control of quality here.

Materials	–	Selection	of	materials	and	products	used	in	a	home	can	have	an	important	impact	on	a	home’s	quality.	Finished	ma-
terials can affect the look, and certain systems can affect the performance of a home in terms of maintenance and operations.  The 
architect/designer and the builder may have an impact on these decisions, as well as the homeowner.  

Craftsmanship	–	The	craftsmanship	used	in	applying	the	home’s	finishes	can	have	a	significant	affect	on	the	quality	of	the	look	
of the home, and to a certain extent, the durability and performance of these finishes.  The painter, finish carpenter, cabinet-maker, 
tile-layer, and so on, should be quality craftsmen, and watched carefully by the builder.  

You will find that a sustainable, high-performance home is also defined as a high-quality home, with the added dimensions of 
being a healthy home, and an environmentally-sensitive home.  Many aspects of sustainable building are really aspects of quality 
building.  Designing effectively, designing to minimize operating costs, designing for durability, using good building practices to 
ensure an energy-efficient and leak-proof building envelope, etc., all are key elements of quality too.  Plus, many advanced features 
of a high-performance home make it easier to maintain and more livable.  You should remember that passing the local building 
code does not ensure that you are getting a quality home.  So you need to look to more than that to assure yourself that you have a 
high quality home.  There are a number of third party certifications that may help to validate that you have a quality home includ-
ing LEED and NAHB Green Building Program.  Our High Performance Homes can easily meet these program requirements.  

Community & Lifestyle
Equestrian trainers Mariano Guido Bedoya and Luciana Solari, moved onto the 

estate October 11, in Dad’s old house by the pond. We are so excited to have 
them be a part of our community. 

We are saddened at the passing of Mrs. Irma Grollemond.  She passed away on 
March 12.  Mrs. Grollemond had worked as a rural mail carrier for the Hampshire 
Post Office, and loved bowling and golfing.  She was inducted in the Fox Valley 
WBA Hall of Fame in 1994, and served on the WBA board of directors for many 
years.  She grew up here and raised her children at the Grollemond Farmstead.  
Our condolences to Steve and his family.

Congratulations to Robert Roper and his new wife who married in April, and 
Juan Moreno and his new wife, who celebrated his wedding this March.
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Using Controlled Burns 
to Improve Prairie Habitats  by Morgan Crena

One of the important tools in prairie restoration and management is the use 
of controlled burns.  This is a major tool for attacking the invasives and giving 
native grasses and forbs an advantage.  Most prairie grasses, forbs and trees are 
fire-adapted and therefore can survive fire and in some cases even benefit from 
it.  The prairies are a fire-managed ecosystem, and need fire to remain healthy.  
In the natural order, these fires arise from lightning storms and other distur-
bances. Grasses and other native species build up, then periodic fires caused by 
lightning strikes help clear and maintain the prairie, seeding new grasses and 
starting the cycle over again, renewing the land.  The early Native Americans 
continued this process by setting fires, particularly along the Eastern side of the 
prairies populated by the tall prairie grasses, like what was at Serosun before the 
settlers came.

Fire discourages non-native plants, but also trees and shrubs from growing 
on the prairie.  Without it, prairies in Illinois slowly turn into forests, with only 
patches of prairie remaining because our rainfall levels can support forests.  
There is always a competition between trees and grasses.  In the end, trees tend 
to win out.  What helps the grasses survive is that they tend to respond better to 
fire than do trees.  Most of the trees at Serosun are bur oak, which are adapted 
to a fire-based ecosystem.  This means that when a fire comes through, a lot of 
invasive trees are killed, but the bur oaks survive.  This creates ‘savannah’ areas 
with beautiful pockets of oaks, some of which still remain at Serosun.

The fires also keep out other kinds of plants.  Perhaps you remember the ‘suc-
cession’ theory from a life science or a biology class.  With the bare earth, certain 
plants and animals establish a foothold there first.  This first phase is comprised 
of	aggressive	plants,	meaning,	they	reproduce	at	high	levels	–	generally,	these	
are annuals that we often consider ‘weeds.’  Weeds are early successional plants 
that stabilize the soil, creating a top-soil that makes conditions better for the 
next round of plants.  They effectively modify the environment to the point 
where different plants can come in that are better adapted to that modified en-
vironment, and that next group of plants push those aggressive first-timers out.  
Thus, there is a ‘succession’ of plants that goes on.  Typically the early plant com-
munities are simple, and only have a few varieties of plants.  When they reach 
the final or climax level, they are complex communities often with hundreds of 
plant species living together creating a complex environment for multitudes of 
animals.  The  tall grass prairie is a climax community with hundreds of species, 
but requires fire and grazing to maintain this complexity to keep it from becom-
ing forest. 

The modern prairie is challenged as man has eliminated fires and traditional 
buffalo grazing, and has created a disturbed environment that allows early suc-
cessional species, woodland species, and non-native invasive plants to become 
established, replacing the tall grass prairie plants.  Reintroduction of fire and 
grazing can help to reduce invasives pressure, prevent forestation, and encour-
age the more sensitive and fire-adapted prairie plants to thrive.  Because we 
are often starting from a limited base of prairie natives, seeding and planting of 
natives is also often required to help spur the prairie on.  
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Scenes from our first controlled burn this Winter.



This is a wonderful spring salad.  Hope you enjoy it. 

10 Servings
 
10 ounces fresh asparagus, trimmed and cut diagonally in 1 inch 
long pieces
1 14 oz can hearts of palm, drained, cut into 1 inch long pieces
1 14 oz can artichoke hearts in water, drained, quartered
10 cherry tomatos halved
10 mushrooms thinly sliced
1/2 head iceburg lettuce shredded
1/2 head red leaf lettuce shredded
1/2 cup chopped toasted walnuts-about 2 oz

Real Food

Bring large pot of water to boil.  Add asparagus and blanch 1 min-
ute. Drain. Refresh under cold water. Drain well.  Place asparagus in 
large bowl.  Add hearts of palm, artichokes, tomatos and mushrooms.  
Combine lettuces in medium bowl.  Refrigerate asparagus salad and 
lettuces 2 hours.
 
Just before serving, add lettuces to asparagus salad and toss.  Add 
nuts and dressing to taste; toss well.

Creamy Dressing
 
Makes about 1 1/3 cups
 
1/2 cup chilled whipping cream
1/4 cup buttermilk 
1/4 cup mayonnaise
2 1/2 tablespoons fresh lemon juice
2 tablespoons finely chopped blanched almonds (about 1/2 oz)
Salt and freshly ground pepper
12 large fresh basil leaves, chopped
 
Mix first 5 ingredients in large bowl to blend. Season with salt & 
pepper. (can be prepared 1 day ahead. Cover and refrigerate.)  Mix 
chopped basil leaves into dressing just before serving.

Sunday Salad by Jane Stickland

Bookmarks from John DeWald

Featured Books.  I went back a ways to find 
these two books that I read when I was grow-
ing up.  They mark some of the best mid century 
American writings on conservation, land ethics 
and sustainable farming and come from Midwest-
erners who grew up at the beginning of the cen-
tury.  

Published in 1948 by Louis Bromfield, “Malabar Farm” is an en-
grossing book about the development of a farm that he bought 
in Ohio during the 30’s and 40’s.  It’s a story of his crusade to re-
store the farm and land and in some ways American ideals.  A 
native of Mansfield Ohio, he was an early crusader for sustain-
able agriculture and soil management.  His efforts come only a 
few years after the great dust bowl of the Depression and during 
WWII.  It’s enjoyable to hear the stories of life on the farm in that 
era and very telling in his push to understand and manage the 
land thoughtfully.  

Aldo Leopold is one of the most distinguished 
environmentalists and conservationists of our 
time and a great promoter of a “land ethic”.  He 
was born in Iowa where he spent much of his 
childhood growing up while later in life settling 
on a farm in Sauk County, in the sand county area 
of central Wisconsin.  He published “A Sand Coun-

ty Almanac” in 1949.  It is a series of stories and essays on natural 

history, conservation and land ethics that paint a picture of the 
beauty and complexity of the biological world.  It should be on 
every conservationist’s and environmentalist’s bookshelf.

Cool Website.  The Conservation Foundation is a great region-
al organization focused on natural resources conservation and 
sustainable living.  They have a great website full of lots of infor-
mation.   http://www.theconservationfoundation.org/

The Conservation Foundations Conservation@Home is a re-
gional certification program designed to promote sustainable 
practices and resource conservation efforts at home.  It provides 
a lot ideas and guidance on home and landscaping techniques 
and ideas to promote sustainable living and creating a natural 
resource out of your yard.  http://www.theconservationfounda-
tion.org/what-we-do/conservationhome.html

Cool Place.  The Klehm family started the Song Sparrow Nurs-
ery business back in 1852 in Arlington Heights after immigrat-
ing from Germany.  Since then John Klehm and his sons and 
grandsons have been active in the nursery business collecting 
and developing hundreds of classics including peonies, lilacs, 
and hostas.  Roy Klehm and his wife now operate Song Spar-
row Farm in southern Wisconsin.  We have many of their peonies 
and lilacs growing here at Serosun.  His brother Arnold 
operates a wholesale orchid operation near Serosun in 
Hampshire.  They are now strictly a mail order nursery, 
so check them out at www.songsparrow.com. 
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Model Home                 
Ground Breaking

May 19, 2012, 2pm

Lilac Festival

May 19, 2012, 12-4pm

Road Ground Breaking

TBA Early Summer

Folk Concert

TBA Late Summer

Yes it is already time for our annual Lilac Festival.  
It is coming up Saturday, May 19 from 12-4 PM at 
the main equestrian center.  We are hoping to have 
timed it right for the lilac blooms.  We are excited 
this year with all of the new things going on.  

There will be plenty of activities for all ages.  As usual, 
we’ll have our great cookout hosted by Corky’s, with 
burgers, brats, and Italian beef.  Then upstairs, we’ll 
have wine tasting and some special appetizers.  

We’ll have golf cart and hay rides, nature hikes, 
games and seed planting for the kids, displays from 
our technology partners, riding displays, and more.  
We have new chickens, and our new horses from 
Germany!  Come learn more about the equestrian 
world. 

You can visit our model home construction site.  We 
will be breaking ground by then, and we’ll have the 
plans and pictures ready.  Learn about our progress 
and check out our concept homes.  You can talk to 
the people behind Serosun, and find out how you 
can be involved in the community. 

It should be a fun weekend, so come rain or shine 
and experience Serosun Farms!

The Spring Lilac Festival is Here! 

Upcoming Events 

Daydreaming - A Day in the Life at Serosun
We are taking the short route through the woods to the equestrian center.  It’s 

still damp from the spring rain this morning but the sun is peaking out now and 
starting	to	dry	things.	 	The	spring	flowers	are	 loving	the	sun	–	the	bright	whites	
and pinks of the hawthorns and wild plum are practically glowing, the spring flow-
ers under the trees are popping out, and the leaf buds on the oaks are just starting 
to open, showing that bright, green flash at the end of the branches..   

We are heading down to the outdoor arena to watch our daughter ride with 
Mariano and Jane.  She is really getting into this horse thing.  It’s been great for 
her.  She seems so happy and engaged in life.  She’s even paying attention to her 
Spanish so she can chat with Luciana and the folks around the barn.  She seems 
to be a good rider, and a natural with the horses.  The people and atmosphere at 
the barn are safe and inviting, and she seems to have really gained confidence and 
made a lot of good friends.  

The trail we’re on opens out onto the field next to the outdoor ring and the lilac 
hedge.  You can smell the lilacs before you get there, and get the pastel rainbow 
of whites, purples and pinks as you emerge from the woods.   Our 7-year old son 
is already wet and muddy from hunting tree frogs along the way.  He is really en-
joying living on a 400-acre playground.  He’s outside all day.  He is fascinated with 
the farm and spends a lot of time talking to the farmers that live here.  I think he is 
best friends with every dog on the farm.  And while we struggle to get him to do 
his chores at home, he can barely contain himself when he gets to help with the 
chickens on the farm or do other farm chores.  

I can’t believe that a year and a half ago my wife had to push me into coming out 
and looking at Serosun.  It seems ages ago since we built our home and moved the 
family here.  I would have never imagined that our kids would get to grow up on a 
farm like I did.  Well almost like I did…
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